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lEAdING THE CHANGE...

:WHO WE ARE
Youngcare is a not-for-profit organisation spearheading powerful and positive change to create a future 

where every young person has the freedom, dignity and choice to live the lives we all deserve. 

For 12 years, we have been fighting to make a difference in the lives of young people with high care 
needs and the loved ones who care for them. Our fight continues.

It was Youngcare who first led the movement to change the disability 

housing sector and create choice for young people with high care 

needs. One couple’s struggle to find dignified and appropriate care 

inspired the formation of Youngcare. 

In 2005, four mates vowed to change the considerable gap in care 

provision for young people with high care needs when at the age of 

just 33 Shevaune Conry, who had multiple sclerosis had no choice but 

to live in aged care. It was the only place that could provide for her 

24/7 care needs. With the purpose to create brighter futures for young 

people with high care needs, Youngcare was born.

Twelve years on and the Youngcare team and supporters continue to 

tirelessly advocate for change in the disability sector - rallying change-

makers across the nation to make this happen once and for all. 

The Youngcare founders with 
inspiration Shevaune

THE ISSUE
Too many young Australians are being left behind in inappropriate and unacceptable housing due to the critical 

shortage of age-appropriate housing for young people with high care needs. 

Youngcare is boldly tackling this national issue by acting as the conduit for industry, government and community 

to work together to bring much-needed change to the disability housing sector. The introduction of the National 

Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) will enable Youngcare to further enhance our impact in the disability sector.



lOOkING 
fORWARd

It is with renewed energy that we are leading much-needed change in the 
disability housing sector. With the insight and experience of the people we 
help, firmly steering us, we are rallying change-makers across the country - 
industry, government and community - to shape a national solution. 

Sinnamon Park 
Apartments - 2007
Home to 17 young people

Coomera 
Apartments - 2012
Home to 7 young people

Wooloowin 
Sharehouse - 2015
Home to 4 young people

Albany Creek 
Apartments - 2017
Home to 8 young people

YOUNGCARE’S HOUSING SOlUTIONS

Youngcare Wesley Mission 
Queensland Apartments at 

Sinnamon Park pioneered a new 
approach to supported housing

Youngcare Wesley Mission 
Queensland Apartments at 

Coomera incorporated learnings 
from previous builds

Youngcare Wooloowin 
Sharehouse is the first 

independent project, providing 
solutions to share house living

Youngcare and MS Queensland 
Apartments comprise of eight 

apartments for young people with 
high care needs and a further three 
which will be rented out to partially 

offset maintenance costs

A free national information and support line which helps 
families navigate the maze of the healthcare system.

Youngcare is working in partnership with Griffith 
University and Recover Injury Research 
Centre. The partnership brings together experts 
in the health, disability and housing sectors to 
better understand the needs and aspirations of  
young people with high care needs.

11,000 + calls since 2010

YOUNGCARE CONNECT

WORld-fIRST 
RESEARCH

Youngcare’s At Home Care Grants program is 
changing lives by providing funding for equipment, 
home modifications and emergency respite care 
to enhance the quality of life for young people with 
high care needs and their family and carers.

SINCE 2014:
over $500,000

has helped

30 people
exit inappropriate housing

Keeping young people at home with their families, and preventing new admissions to inappropriate housing

QLD 
260 Grants
$1.5m distributed
10 rounds 2009-16

NT 
4 Grants

$21k distributed
1st Round 2016

SA  
18 Grants

$104,660 distributed
1 Round 2016

NSW/ACT 
175 Grants 
$1.06m distributed
8 rounds 2011-16

VIC/TAS 
203 Grants 
$1.2m distributed
8 rounds 2012-16

659 YOUNG pEOplE ExITEd 
OR AVOIdEd AGEd CARE

Youngcare’s Home Soon Grants are proudly supported by 
Youngcare’s Foundation Partner, Suncorp Insurance. The grants 

range from $5,000 to $20,000 (up to $50,000 in exceptional 
circumstances) and help fund equipment, home modifications, 

respite or attendant carer services to support young people with 
high care needs to transition out of inappropriate housing.   

WHAT WE dO

YOUNGCARE’S GRANTS



at events or Youngcare HQ and 
became part of our Vollie Family! 

to Youngcare helps create choice, 
independence and dignity to young 
people with high care needs.

Join team Youngcare on the challenge-
of-a-lifetime like the Simpson Desert 
Challenge or Great Wall of China trek.

with us to make a real difference. 
We believe in building long term 
relationships based on a foundation 
of shared value.

VOlUNTEER GIVING

TAkE ON A CHAllENGEpARTNER

WAYS TO GET INVOlVEd

TRINA’S STORY

Trina was a highly regarded medical 
scientist working on Queensland’s Gold Coast 
when at the age of just 46 she suffered a stroke 

that left her in a wheelchair, paralysed on the left side 
of her body.

After spending four months in hospital, Trina found herself 
living a lonely existence in an aged care facility in Brisbane.

“Any sort of display of independence was severely 
frowned upon. I went from being a scientist working on 
immunotherapy to fight breast cancer, to a place where 

there was very little stimulus; it was miserable.”
 

But Trina’s path took a turn for the better when she 
learnt she was to receive a Youngcare Home 

Soon Grant, “It felt like I won the lottery”, 
she said.

TO fINd OUT MORE:

Living in aged care, I 
lost all sense of myself 
as an individual. It was 

frustrating and demoralising. The 
difference between what my life 
was like in aged care and what it is 
like now, there are no words to be 
able to describe it. I am extremely 
grateful for my new place thanks to 
Youngcare.” 
Karina Dentice – Home Soon Grant Recipient


